DRAFT Wroxeter & Uppington Parish Council

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday, 9th March 2009

in the Wroxeter Hotel
1. APOLOGIES: Cllr A Grant who had a prior engagement. Apology accepted.
2. PRESENT: Cllrs B Nelson (Chairman), V Amos, C A Eade, F E Davies P Davies, J Guttridge,  M Jones, V McChesney, D Millington & S Rowlands, also Boro Cllr C Wild, Ms H Costigan - Shrewsbury Chronicle, Mrs C Millington & Mr E Hall - Wroxeter,  Mr J Beddoes - Eyton, Mr D Moseley – Dryton, PC D Harte & Mr R A Pittaway (Clerk).
3. DECLARATIONS OF PERSONAL OR PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS: None. 
4. MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING ON 12th January 2009 that had been circulated were accepted by all who were then present and signed by the Chairman.
5. ARISING FROM THOSE MINUTES: 
a) The Duke’s Room – 5d. Cllr Nelson reported there had been no progress since the last meeting but would contact the Estate again for an answer.
b) Clerk’s broadband link 5e. The Clerk had borrowed a variety of mobile network modems from Shropshire Council.  The O2 network worked in Borth so he was awaiting costings before purchase. It was agreed to fund the cost on a 50/50 basis with L&EC PC.
c) New footpath & bridleway at Beslow 7b. Cllr P Davies reported that little progress had been made to date. He had been advised that Raby Farms were objecting to some of the witnesses/users statements as they had been and were still tenants of the Estate.
6. PC D Harte was invited to report as he had a further meeting.  Crime figures showed 2 incidents in the parish, being theft of a motor vehicle from Uppington and arson of said vehicle.  Rural Watch had been a phenomenal success with over 200 people, farmers and businesses signing up to the scheme, with more expected.  It is anticipated that the cost of the new laser speed gun will be grant-aided so parishes will only have to provide funds for maintenance and upkeep.
d) Parish Council website – 8b. Cllr Nelson reported that an interim website was being 


developed but would not be available for public viewing for the next few months.

e) Wroxeter speed limits -  10b. Cllr Nelson reported that following the meeting on 21st 


January it was agreed that terminal signs would be positioned at either end of the village 


to catch all thru traffic.  The Clerk explained that there would now be a detailed design & 


consultation period so it is unlikely installation would be before November this year. 

f) Uppington bus services – 10d. Cllr Eade read out his draft letter to SCC regarding the poor


service now experienced by residents of Uppington.  It was unanimously agreed this letter 


should be sent in the name of the Parish Council.  Cllr Eade will pursue.
7. English Heritage conservation/development plan. The Chairman outlined the proposals for possible change at the Wroxeter site, it being one of the most important Roman sites in Europe and requiring further investigation. In association with this Roger White of Birmingham University had been engaged to produce initial recommendations and would be invited to outline his findings to the community at the Annual Parish Meeting on 11th May. Residents had concerns about a number of issues which would all be addressed once the recommendations were known.
The Clerk then outlined the Shropshire Trading Standards prosecution against English Heritage’s tenant farmer, Malcolm Trow, for leaving lamb carcases to rot on land in Wroxeter and leaving a young calf in pain for days.  Magistrates fined him a total of £1,200.
8. PLANNING MATTERS:

a) Conversion of redundant agricultural buildings into 2 residential dwellings & one holiday let at Charlton Hill Farm by Mr N Davies.  Granted.
b) Erection of new storage unit following demolition of existing at Unit 52 Atcham Business Park by Hereford Storage. Granted.
c) Change of use of land from agricultural to residential to allow erection of a 3-bay detached garage/store & external staircase at Avenue Farm, Wood Green, Uppington.  Granted. 
d) Amended application following earlier approval for erection of double garage, 2 new dormer windows, rear extension & new access at Old School House, Wroxeter, by Mr R Hadley.  No comment or objection.
9. FINANCE:
a) Bank statements showing balances of £74.43 (current) & £1,617.74 (deposit).
b) Clerk’s salary Jan/Feb £210.90, WFH allowance £10, expenses £13.44 = £234.34.  Cheque approved nem con.
c) Wroxeter Hotel room charge - £10.00. Cheque approved nem con.
d) S38 Grant to ‘Under the Wrekin magazine - £50.00. Cheque approved nem con.

e) S38 Grant to Uppington Parochial Church Council - £200.00. Cheque approved nem con.
f) Appointment of Internal Auditor for the 2008/2009 Accounts.  The Clerk reported that Charles Armstrong would be willing to continue in that role.  Unanimously agreed.
g) Review of Financial Risk Assessment.  The Clerk had previously circulated a draft for review.  This was unanimously accepted and signed by the Chairman. 

10. CORRESPONDENCE: 
a) SC: new Environmental Maintenance Grant Agreement for consideration.  The Clerk advised signing up to this Agreement as Shropshire Council intend to devolve some services and functions to parish councils and provide funds up to £3,000 per annum. One such service was ‘Maintenance of Play Areas’ that would give the PC funding for the maintenance of the Uppington play area.  Unanimously agreed.  The Clerk was authorised to complete and sign the Agreement and pursue the appropriate grants. 
b) SC: a new enquiries number will become operational from 1st April – 0345 678 9000.
c) SC: LDC consultation - Core Strategy Issues and Options.  The Chairman outlined aspects of the Local Development Framework following attendance at a recent Shropshire Council meeting.  B Cllr Claire Wild also gave a resume of the various options. Await developments.
d) SC: Highways & Traffic newsletter. No action.
e) SC: new electoral arrangements. Await further instruction from SC.
f) SC: Consideration of a Community Emergency Plan. No immediate action.
11. PARISH MATTERS:

a) See above. 
b) Clerk’s Annual Review. The Chairman and Councillors all agreed that had no comments to make on the Clerk’s performance during the last year and thanked him for all his efforts.
c) Cllr Millington expressed his continuing concerns about the tree situation at Mount Pleasant and hedges at Wroxeter Xroads.  The Chairman reported that English Heritage will be attending to the trees shortly and he will contact SCC over the hedges.
d) Cllr P Davies expressed concern at the way vehicles were being displayed at ‘Ashley Jordon Cars’ on the main road. The Clerk explained this was an ongoing problem reported many times in the past.  The Police were aware of the situation and he would inform PC Harte of the matter.
e) It was agreed that the Annual Parish Meeting would be held at the Wroxeter Hotel on 11th May commencing at 7pm. To be followed by the regular Parish Meeting.

9. NEXT MEETING:  

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on 11th May 2009 at 7.30pm in The Roman Suite, Wroxeter Hotel.
The Chairman thanked everyone for attending and the Meeting closed at 9.18 pm. 

